Acquisition Category Request and Determination Process
The FAA Acquisition Executive Board (AEB) is the body that establishes and approves the Acquisition Category (ACAT) for an investment program. An investment program must have its ACAT established and approved by the AEB prior to the Investment Analysis Readiness Decision. 

The process for assigning an ACAT begins with the investment sponsor filling out the ACAT Determination Request form.  The Form requires objective financial data as well as subjective assessments of the complexity, risk, political sensitivity and safety concerns with the investment program. The Form also calls for the investment sponsor to recommend an Acquisition Category based on those objective and subjective criteria. The Form is required to be signed at the Director level (first level executive) for the sponsoring organization.

The sponsoring organization will submit the ACAT Determination Tool to the AEB Secretariat for processing.  The AEB Secretariat will assign a tracking number and present it to the AEB at its next meeting for deliberation and decision. The Director of the sponsoring organization will typically be a member of the AEB and will have the opportunity to participate in the deliberations at that meeting and advocate for the recommended categorization. The AEB may concur with the investment sponsor’s recommended ACAT or may assign a different category to the program. Justification for assignment of a different category must be documented by the AEB in the Form.
Once the AEB assigns and approves an Acquisition Category, the Form is so marked and signed by an AEB member at that meeting, and also signed by the AEB Chairperson, who is also the FAA Acquisition Executive.

The AEB Secretariat will provide a copy of the signed Form to the submitting Director and to the IDA Secretariat.    

ACAT assignments by the AEB are subject to review and to overruling by the JRC. For this reason, the AEB will forward ACAT Determination Tools to the JRC on a quarterly basis via the JRC Secretariat. The AEB will be afforded the opportunity to rationalize its category determination to the JRC prior to potential overruling. 
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