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This memorandum delegates authority to award grants, cooperative agreements, and other transactions.

The Department of Transportation and Related Agencies Appropriations Act of 1996, Public Law 104-50 (the 1996 DOT Appropriations Act) was enacted November 15, 1995.  Section 348 of the 1996 DOT Appropriations Act directed the Administrator to develop and implement a new acquisition management system that addresses the unique needs of the agency and provides at a minimum for more timely and cost-effective acquisitions.  The Federal Aviation Administration Acquisition Management System took effect on April 1, 1996, pursuant to this direction.

The Air Traffic Management System Performance Improvement Act of 1996 (effective November 8, 1996), being Title II of the Federal Aviation Reauthorization Act of 1996, Public Law 104-264 (the "Reauthorization Act") enacted October 9, 1996, expressly grants the Administrator autonomy in carrying out the functions of the agency, including the authority to "delegate and authorize successive redelegations of, to an officer or employee of the Administration any function, power or duty conferred upon the Administrator, unless such delegation is prohibited by law."

The Air Traffic Management System Performance Improvement Act also authorizes the Administrator "to enter into and perform such contracts, leases, cooperative agreements, or other transactions as may be necessary to carry out the functions of the Administrator and Administration…on such terms and conditions as the Administrator may consider appropriate."  49U.S.C. 106(1)(6).

My authority to award and perform contracts and leases was previously delegated, but to the extent the Air Traffic Management System Performance Improvement Act broadens this authority, I reaffirm and reissue that delegation.  By virtue of the authority vested in me as Administrator, I also hereby delegate the authority to award grants, cooperative agreements, and other transactions to the FAA Acquisition Executive.  I direct that I be notified and given an opportunity to review any grant or cooperative agreement (other than those awarded under the preexisting authority contained in 49 U.S.C. 44912, 44505, and 47101 et seq.) or other transaction with a total cumulative value equal to or greater than $10 million, or which is of significant congressional interest.

This authority may be further delegated to individuals possessing the appropriate knowledge, experience, training, and skills for awarding and administering these agreements.

Jane F. Garvey

