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Limited Aviation Weather Observations

Warning: 

The Statement of Work (SOW) paragraphs, Contract Data Requirements List (CDRL) items, and Data Item Descriptions (DIDs) identified for your type of acquisition are recommendations only. You are expected to modify or add SOW paragraphs, CDRLs, or DIDs to address the specific requirements of your program.
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[bookmark: _Toc393199531]INTRODUCTION 
[bookmark: _Toc393199532]1.1	Background 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is responsible for aviation weather observation service at selected airports throughout the United States.  The FAA conducts a weather observing program at a number of airports which meet a variety of needs and serves a variety of users. Standard Surface Weather Observations are taken by contractors in some locations, and Limited Aviation Weather Observations (LAWRS) are taken in other locations.  These observations are disseminated for immediate use by FAA personnel in air traffic control, aviation forecasting, and pilot briefing.  Archived data is used for research purposes by a wide range of organizations.  FAA intends to satisfy this responsibility in part through the use of the Automated Surface Observing System (ASOS), and contract personnel providing augmentation and full back up to the system as systems are commissioned and come on line.   An augmented station is a facility with an automated surface weather observing system that prepares the surface aviation observation (METAR) and with a certified augmentor on duty capable of adding operationally significant weather information to the observation.   Backup responsibilities require fully certified manual weather observers who are responsible for observing, evaluating and preparing the METAR report without the aid of automated sensors and/or automated equipment.  During backup periods, various degrees of automated sensors and/or other automated equipment may be available.  However, the observer is completely responsible for the METAR report.

[bookmark: _Toc393199533]1.2	Objective 
The objective of this contract is to continue the weather observation program currently conducted at [Airport Name] in such a manner that the highest possible quality data is available to the aviation users.
[bookmark: _Toc393199534]1.3	ASOS Operation
ASOS is a modular system, designed to automatically collect, process, and archive weather sensor measurement data.  ASOS does not, nor was it designed to provide area-wide weather information or aeronautical information.  Access to ASOS data is available to a variety of users at local and remote locations on a 24-hour basis.  ASOS information is disseminated into the national weather communications system, is broadcast via local transmitter, and can be accessed by telephone.  The operation/performance of ASOS is remotely monitored by National Weather Service (NWS) personnel.  Individual weather parameters monitored and processed by ASOS consists of:

· Sky condition at 12,000 feet and below
· Visibility 10 miles or less
· Precipitation (type and intensity)
· Obstructions to vision (fog and haze)
· Pressure (altimeter, sea level, station, density altitude, and pressure altitude)
· Temperature and dew point
· Wind (speed, direction, and character)
· Precipitation amount

[bookmark: _Toc393199535]2.0	OVERVIEW 
The contractor shall provide an adequate number of NWS certified weather observers necessary to maintain a continued weather watch, provide basic aviation observations, and augment and backup ASOS.  The contract observer will provide backup in the event that an ASOS sensor(s) fails, or in the event of a total system failure.  In the event of total system failure, the contract observer will document, disseminate a full METAR report.

Negotiation with the Federal Aviation Administration and industry representatives have resulted in an agreement on comprehensive multi-level Service Standards and assignments of those standards to airports with ASOS.  Airports with Level 5 towers will be the first airports to provide full time contract observers for Level "A" service. The designation of the level of the airport is directly linked to the volume of arrivals and departures for each airport, occurrence of significant weather, distance to the nearest alternate, and critical airport characteristics. Smaller hubs or special airports in other ways that have worse than average bad weather operations for thunderstorms and/or freezing/frozen precipitation, and/or that are remote airports are assigned Level "B" service.  

The following defines the service standard augmentation elements required at a Level "B" airport:

a) ASOS backup (Full manual observation to include all Level "B" augmentation elements listed below)
b) ASOS augmentation including:

· Thunderstorms
· Tornado Activity
· Hail
· Virga
· Volcanic Ash
· Tower visibility
· Operationally significant remarks as deemed appropriate by the controller or weather observer
· Long-line RVR at designated sites (10 minute mean or instantaneous reading)
· Freezing Drizzle versus Freezing Rain
· Ice Pellets
· Snow Depth and Snow Increasing Rapidly
· Thunderstorm/Lighting Location Remark
· Observed Significant Weather not at Station
             
All services conducted in connection with the performance of this contract shall be in accordance with FAA Order 7900.5, Surface Observations, and appropriate chapters from FAA Handbook, Flight Services (FAAH 7110.10), and all revisions thereto including those which take effect during the course of the contract.  (See paragraph 8.3 of this Statement of Work)

Note:  The United States implemented the Aviation Routine Weather Report (METAR) format on July 1, 1996.  Therefore, any surface aviation observations taken and disseminated to users must be in the METAR format as of that date.  All current holders of a WS Form B-61-1, "Certificate of Authority to take Weather Observations", will require certification by the National Weather Service in the METAR code format. An FAA Air Traffic Guide titled "Aviation Routine Weather Report (METAR) Aerodrome Forecast (TAF)" is available upon request from the [FAA Office], [Phone Number].  All contract personnel performing weather observation duties after July 1, 1996, must complete METAR training and be certified in the METAR format prior to taking official METAR observations.


[bookmark: _Toc393199536]3.0	AUGMENTED STATION 
[bookmark: _Toc393199537]3.1	Location 
Contract weather observation service will be provided from contract weather office space maintained in one of two locations as follows:  

[bookmark: _Toc393199538]3.1.1 	Government Provided Space

At airports with a co-located Air Traffic control (ATC) Facility, the contract observers will use existing space made available in the ATC facility.  The ATC facility will normally be an airport traffic control tower (ATCT).  At other locations, existing leased space will be provided.  This is normally space previously occupied by Flight Service Station personnel.

[bookmark: _Toc393199539]3.1.2	Contractor Provided Space
 
The contractor shall provide space for the weather observation facility, approved by FAA, at non-ATC Facility airports.  Where contractor provided space is indicated, the contractor will be responsible for lease of the space and all utilities including electricity, heat, air/conditioning, water, telephones, etc.
 
[bookmark: _Toc393199540]3.1.3	Hours of Operation
 
The contractor shall operate the contract weather office, at specified locations during a specified period.  The initial contract will begin on or about [date].  Information regarding the location and type of contract weather office, the hours of operation, and the anticipated contract implementation date are contained in Appendix A.     
[bookmark: _Toc393199541]3.2	Augmented Station 
[bookmark: _Toc393199542]3.2.1 	Monitor Responsibilities  

The ASOS shall be operated in the automatic mode.  The contractor shall continually monitor the ASOS weather observations and the existing weather conditions at the subject location.  When it is determined that one of the Level "B" augmentation elements is occurring at [Airport Name], or that the ASOS observation is not representative of the present weather at either site, or that one or more sensors have failed, the contractor shall comply with the procedures listed in para. 3.2.2, 3.2.3, and 3.2.4.

[bookmark: _Toc393199543]3.2.2	Operation with Contractor Augmentation

The contract weather observer shall augment the ASOS observation report for any or all elements included in the augmentation list for [Airport Name], when present.  Freezing rain sensors may be installed at some ASOS sites in the future thus eliminating the requirement to augment for freezing rain.  In the event that a parameter reported by ASOS is not representative of existing meteorological conditions, the contract observer shall edit the ASOS report as required.  Contract observer personnel may be required to enter voice messages that will be appended automatically to the ASOS observation and automatically broadcast over the local radio outlet.     

[bookmark: _Toc393199544]3.2.3 ASOS Partial Outage Procedures

If the ASOS communications are operational, but there is a failure of one or more of the sensors for ceiling/sky condition, visibility, current weather, temperature or dew point, wind direction/speed, and altimeter setting, the contract observer shall enter the missing data as required.  This operation will permit the contract observer to complete the observation report and enable transmission of the report by ASOS into the national communications network.

If the sensor(s) that failed did not automatically go missing as a result of the automated quality control procedures built into the system, the contract observer shall notify the NWS ASOS Operations and Maintenance Center (AMOC) via telephone at 1-800-242-8194.

[bookmark: _Toc393199545]3.2.4 	ASOS Total Outage Procedures

The contractor shall, in event of an ASOS outage, produce, document, and disseminate accurate and timely manual weather reports in accordance with the provisions of FAAO 7900.5, FMH-1, and FAAH 7110.10.  These observations shall include METAR (aviation routine weather report) and SPECI (special) observations.  The contractor shall telephone the complete manual aviation weather observation to the associated automated flight service station (AFSS) as indicated in Appendix A, for dissemination into the national weather communications network.

[bookmark: _Toc393199546]3.2.5 	Weather Observation Records
All contractor observations shall be recorded on Surface Observation Form MF1A-10C and submitted to the National Climatic Data Center (NCDC), Asheville, North Carolina, in accordance with 7900.5.  The contractor will also maintain one copy of the completed form on file at the contract weather office.  (See paragraph 8.2 of this Statement of Work).

[bookmark: _Toc393199547]3.2.6 	Performance

The minimum performance standard for the service specified herein is: All augmentations/observations must be taken at the required or prescribed time, and in the prescribed manner as specified in FAAO 7900.5.  If a required record observation is not taken at the prescribed time, the procedures specified in FAAO 7900.5 shall be followed.

[bookmark: _Toc393199548]3.3	Surface Observations/Limited Aviation Observations
 
(Prior to the commissioning of ASOS) The Contractor shall produce, document, and disseminate (see Appendix A for Hours of Operation) accurate and timely weather observations in accordance with the provisions of FAA Order 7900.5. These observations shall include METAR and SPECI observations.  All observations shall be recorded on Surface Observational Form, MF1A-10C and submitted to the National Climatic Data Center, Asheville, North Carolina, in Accordance with FMH#9.  The Contractor shall also maintain one copy of the complete forms on file at the Observatory.  The minimum performance standard is: ALL OBSERVATIONS SHALL BE TAKEN AT THE PRESCRIBED TIME. 

[bookmark: _Toc393199549]3.3.1	Dissemination of Data

The Contractor shall transmit all basic aviation observations via Government -furnished communications systems in accordance with established schedules.  In the event that the systems fail, the observation data shall be disseminated promptly by telephone to the designated users at the airport and to a facility capable of transmitting the observation on the appropriate circuit.  Transmission and dissemination procedures and schedules with which the Contractor is required to comply are contained in FAA Handbook 7110.80, Data Communications; and FMH Number 9.  The Contractor is also required to furnish observation data by telephone or mail to Government agencies, Government Contractors, utility company personnel, and others who may be designated by the COTR when requests are made to the Contractor by these users.  ALL OBSERVATIONS MUST BE PROPERLY DISSEMINATED IN A TIMELY MANNER.

[bookmark: _Toc393199550]3.3.2  	Additional Requirements

None

[bookmark: _Toc393199551]3.4	Disposition of Records and Forms 

All original records and forms shall be submitted to the NCDC for archiving, publishing, and off-station quality control as specified in FMH NO. 1 and associated Regional Operations Manual Letters (ROML).  A copy shall be retained at the observing facility by the contractor.  All copies are the property of the Government and will be available for review by the Government.  In addition, on the second working day of each month, the first set of carbon copies of the MF1-10C for the previous month shall be mailed to: 

[Provide the address of the appropriate Information and Data Center]

[bookmark: _Toc393199552]4.0	QUALITY CONTROL 
[bookmark: _Toc393199553]4.1	General
 
The contractor shall maintain on-station quality control procedures to ensure complete, timely, and accurate data are taken and disseminated. Quality in the performance of the ASOS/AWOS augmentation and backup limited observation is of the utmost concern to the Government.

[bookmark: _Toc393199554]4.2	Quality Control Visits
 
Visits to the contract weather office shall be made by Government personnel (i.e., the Contracting Officer's Representative, the National Weather Service, FAA, etc.) for the purpose of reviewing the program for compliance with contract specifications and adherence to established observational and dissemination procedures.  A station inspection shall be conducted periodically using WS Form B-32.  An adjective rating of "Satisfactory" or "Unsatisfactory" shall be provided.  If a rating of "Unsatisfactory" is received, action shall be initiated immediately by the contractor to correct the deficiencies and a follow-up inspection to ensure compliance shall be conducted within 30 days.

[bookmark: _Toc393199555]5.0	PERSONNEL CERTIFICATION AND STAFFING REQUIREMENTS 

[bookmark: _Toc393199556]5.1	Certification Requirements
 
All contract personnel who are assigned the duties of providing ASOS augmentation and/or backup and Manual Observations shall be contractor certified by the NWS. The Government shall not provide certification training. It is the responsibility of the contractor to provide certification training for its personnel. The procedures for certification are described in the FAAO 7900.5. Personnel will require additional certification by the NWS in the METAR code format prior to taking weather observations.

Certification consists of meeting the vision standards, passing a closed-book examination for the type of certification desired (i.e., Manual), by answering 80 percent of the questions correctly, and demonstrating to the NWS the observer can accomplish a correct observation and meet all transmission schedules.

Uncertified contract personnel and personnel not possessing an NWS regional certification may take observations in a training capacity only under the immediate, direct supervision of a certified observer who shall be responsible for the observation.

Contract personnel, who have been certified weather observers in a NWS region other than the subject location, must obtain a certification from the appropriate NWS region.  This may require passing an additional test administered by the NWS.

The contractor shall ensure the certified weather observer(s) maintain proficiency as specified in the National Weather Service Operation Manual, Volume B-61.


[bookmark: _Toc393199557]5.2	Utilization of Personnel
The contractor may move a certified observer from one location to another, provided each observer obtains a revalidation of the certification for the new location.  Revalidation is accomplished when the observer has been thoroughly trained in the routine of the new office.  This shall be accomplished prior to the observer taking observations at the new location without supervision.

[bookmark: _Toc393199558]5.3	Initial Contingent of Contract Personnel 
The initial contingent of contract employees who will participate in the Phase-in Training (See Paragraph 9.2) are not required having any prior experience in taking surface observations.  The designated supervisor, however, shall have a minimum of one (1) years’ experience in taking weather observations.
[bookmark: _Toc393199559]5.4	Staffing Requirements 
The maintaining of AUGMENTATION/BACKUP program requires at least one certified surface observer to be on duty at all times.
[bookmark: _Toc393199560]5.5	Supervisor/Station Manager Assignment 
The contractor shall assign one employee as a supervisor/station manager. This person shall be responsible for promulgating instructions and information to other contract employees, performing such duties as developing quality control techniques and maintaining established quality control procedures, preparing the reports and inventories required by this contract, filing revisions to the instruction manuals, and performing other supervisory duties.

[bookmark: _Toc393199561]6.0	CONTRACTOR AVIATION WEATHER OBSERVATION RESPONSIBILITIES 
[bookmark: _Toc393199562]6.1	General 
The contractor shall be responsible for manual observations and/or operating the ASOS equipment and/or the backup equipment.  During an equipment outage, the contractor shall use available back-up procedures to take weather observations.  The contractor shall log all equipment failures on an appropriate Equipment Operational Log and notify the NWS AMOC of all failures.
[bookmark: _Toc393199563]6.2	Other Business Activities 
The contractor is limited in the conduct of business at the contract weather office to only that which is called for in this contract.  No other business activity will be allowed.
[bookmark: _Toc393199564]6.3	Safety 
The contractor shall be responsible for complying with all safety measures required by local, state, and federal regulations.

[bookmark: _Toc393199565]6.4	Conservation of Utilities 
The contractor shall be responsible for ensuring the use of utility conservation practices. This will include the use of lights and other electrical appliances, water, heating, and telephones.  Further, the use of such utilities shall be limited to the minimum amount required for the performance of the required services and used for no other purposes.
[bookmark: _Toc393199566]6.5	Security 
The contractor shall be responsible for assuring formal security measures are enforced at the contract weather office. 
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199567]6.5.1 ATC Facilities

In those situations where the contract weather office is located in Government Provided Space, the Contractor and all employees working on-site shall be familiar with and shall comply with all Department of Transportation, FAA, and Airport-sponsor directives, and supplements relating to security.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199568]6.5.1.1 Security Check

All contract employees performing work under this contract shall meet the same suitability requirements as Federal employees performing similar tasks, and must also have proper security investigations and clearance upon commencement of work.  The Government may determine such suitability by background investigation of the employees including, but not limited to, a National Agency Check, and Inquiries (NACI).  If, as a result of an NACI or any other matter brought to the attention of the Government, a contract employee does not meet these requirements, the Contractor will be advised in writing by the Contracting Officer.  Upon receipt of that Government notification by the Contractor, access to FAA facilities will be denied or withdrawn for that contract employee and the Contractor shall not use, or shall immediately cease using, such employee for work under the contract.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199569]6.5.1.2 Security Check Alternatives

The FAA may accept previous favorable background investigations conducted by other government agencies, provided the contract employee, is now or within the last twelve (12) months, has been employed in continuous service for which said investigation was conducted.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199570]6.5.1.3	Waivers

Waivers for background investigation and clearance prior to start of contract performance may be approved only by the Contracting Officer.  This approval may be granted only after coordination with the regional Civil Aviation Security Division and the regional Air Traffic Division prior to beginning the contract performance.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199571]6.5.1.4 Documentation

Prior to the first visit by each contract employee to an FAA facility, the Contractor shall provide to the Contracting Officer (for each employee) the following completed (typed) forms:
    
(a) Personnel Investigations Questionnaire, Standard Form NO. 86 (SF-86)
(b) Applicant Fingerprint Card, Federal Document No. 258  (FS-258); two originals
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199572]6.5.1.5 Security Orientation

The Contractor, or designee, shall conduct a security orientation on individual conduct and responsibility for contract personnel prior to their duty assignments.  Each employee's initial orientation will be documented and signed by the employee and the Contractor or Contractor's representative.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199573]6.5.1.6 Notification

Upon learning that a contract employee performing work under this contract has been arrested or detained by a law enforcement authority for any offense other than a minor traffic offense, the Contractor shall immediately advise the Contracting Officer.  The Contracting Officer will then notify the regional Security Division for appropriate action.  A traffic offense will be considered minor when the maximum fine that could be imposed is $200.00 or less.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199574]6.5.1.7 Identification Documents

The Contractor shall issue contract employees an identification card, obtainable from the regional Civil Aviation Security Division, identifying them as contract employees.  The Contractor shall ensure that the identification cards are furnished to the Contracting Officer for return to the regional Civil Aviation Security Division when a contract employee terminates employment.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199575]6.5.1.8 Pending Termination or Resignation of Employee

When the Contractor becomes aware of a pending termination or resignation of an employee, the contractor shall not allow the subject employee to work without supervision.  Employees terminated for cause shall not be permitted back into the work area, following such termination, unless escorted.  The Contractor shall notify the Contracting Officer immediately whenever a contract employee performing work under this contract terminates employment.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199576]6.5.1.9 Access Device

All access devices, e.g., card keys, keys, etc., required for access into ATC Facilities space will be issued to the Contractor by the FAA Contracting Officer Representative (COTR).  These devices shall be surrendered to the FAA upon demand, in the event of employee resignation or termination, or contract expiration. A signed receipt will be required by the COTR which will document the date of receipt and quantity/type of device(s) issued. The receipt will also state, and the Contractor hereby agrees, that the Contractor accepts full responsibility for safeguarding the device(s) and understands that a maximum charge of $150.00 will be assessed to the Contractor for access device replacement or lock recombination should the loss of an access device occur.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199577]6.5.1.10 Notification

The Contractor shall provide a listing of all personnel working under this contract to the Contracting Officer and regional Security Division within twenty (20) days after contract award.  An updated listing shall be provided each time there is a personnel change.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199578]6.5.1.11	Loss or Damage to Facilities, Equipment Supplies

The Contractor shall notify the Air Traffic Facility Manager in the event of any loss of, or damage to, Government furnished facilities, equipment and/or supplies.

[bookmark: _Toc393199579]6.6	Personnel Certification 
The contractor shall request a reissuing of observer certificates for its personnel that have been NWS certified in an NWS region other than the subject location. Contract personnel who have not received a reissue of their observer certificate are only authorized to take observations in a training capacity.  The contractor shall submit their out-of-state observer certificates to the appropriate NWS region.

[bookmark: _Toc393199580]7.0	GOVERNMENT FURNISHED PROPERTY 
[bookmark: _Toc393199581]7.1	Facility 
The Government will provide the observation facility only at locations specified herein. That observation facility will include heat, air conditioning, electricity, rest rooms, and water. In all cases, the Government will provide and maintain required back-up weather observing equipment.

[bookmark: _Toc393199582]7.2	Telephone Service 
Commercial telephone service shall be furnished by the Contractor.  The Contractor shall provide and maintain telephone service at each site with an unpublished number for backup dissemination of observations and other contract related business.  This service shall be installed within 10 days of contract award. The telephone lines and service must be transferred to the F.A.A., or any successor contractor, without interruption, upon the completion of this contract.
[bookmark: _Toc393199583]7.3	Forms, Records, and Supplies 
The Government shall furnish forms, recorder charts, and other items needed in the production, dissemination, documentation, and supply support for observations.  The Government shall supply pre-addressed envelopes and postage for mailing records, forms, and other required documents/materials to NCDC; these Government furnished materials can be ordered from the appropriate NWS regional office.  All other postage costs are the responsibility of the contractor.
[bookmark: _Toc393199584]7.4	Regulatory Handbooks and Manuals 
The Government shall furnish those portions of the handbooks and manuals which provide the regulatory material regarding meteorological observations and dissemination which the contractor is required to comply with in the performance of this contract.  The manuals include, but are not limited to, the following:
    
· FMH NO. 1					
· FAAO 7900.5 Surface Weather Observing 
· FAAH 7110.10 Flight Services Handbook			
· FAA Notice 7100.97 
· WSOM including Regional Operations Manual Letters (ROML)
· ASOS User’s Manual
From time to time, additions, deletions, and revisions are made to the regulatory material listed previously.  Such changes are made in writing and copies will be mailed to the contract weather office.  During the course of this contract, the contractor will be responsible for filing and adhering to such changes in the handbook(s) or manual(s) in accordance with instructions attached to such revisions, additions, or deletions.  Changes are normally of a routine or minimal nature and should not impact the contractor's staffing requirements.


[bookmark: _Toc393199585]8.0	CONTINUITY OF SERVICE 
[bookmark: _Toc393199586]8.1	General 
Manual weather observation services or augmentation of ASOS is currently being performed at the airport by FAA air traffic control personnel.  These services must be performed with the utmost proficiency and without interruption.  To this end, the contract provides for a Phase-in and a Phase-out period.  
    
The Phase-in period provides for an orderly transition of duties from existing personnel referred to for Phase-in as the CURRENT PROVIDER, to personnel of the contractor selected as a result of this solicitation, hereinafter referred to as SUCCESSOR PROVIDER.
    
The Phase-out period provides for a transition of duties at the time of implementation of a follow-on contract from CURRENT PROVIDER personnel to SUCCESSOR PROVIDER personnel.
    
The procedures to be followed during the Phase-in and Phase-out periods are described in detail in paragraphs 8.2 and 8.3.


[bookmark: _Toc393199587]8.2	Initial Phase-in Period - CURRENT PROVIDER to SUCCESSOR PROVIDER 

[bookmark: _Toc393199588]8.2.1 Phase-in Schedule, Day One

All of the contract personnel associated with the SUCCESSOR PROVIDER shall report for duty on the first day of the Phase-in period to the subject weather observer office. CURRENT PROVIDER personnel shall be responsible for all work conducted.  During this period, site familiarization and on-the-job training shall be conducted by CURRENT PROVIDER personnel. SUCCESSOR PROVIDER personnel shall begin to accomplish hands-on work.   
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199589]8.2.2 Phase-in Schedule, Day Two

SUCCESSOR PROVIDER personnel shall be doing all of the services required under direct supervision of the CURRENT PROVIDER personnel.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199590]8.2.3 Government Oversight of Phase-in Period 

The Government reserves the right to be present at any time during the Phase-in period, as deemed necessary, to ensure the orderly transition of service to the SUCCESSOR PROVIDER and to conduct certification examinations.
     
Note:  The Phase-in schedule is not intended to be restrictive in the training process of individual SUCCESSOR PROVIDER personnel.  The SUCCESSOR PROVIDER personnel must progress at a minimum as indicated in paragraphs 8.2.1 through 8.2.2.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199591]8.2.4 Certification Procedures

All Contract personnel are required to be appropriately certified to take weather observations prior to the Phase-in Period.  The CURRENT PROVIDER will only provide site familiarization and on-the-job training necessary for the location certification.  The Government will not provide weather observation certification training.
[bookmark: _Toc393199592]8.3	Phase-out Period 
In the event that the contract awarded as a result of this solicitation is re-bid, the CURRENT PROVIDER shall be required to conduct a 2-day Phase-out period, beginning the first day of the SUCCESSOR PROVIDER’s contract period.  The CURRENT CONTRACTOR shall be totally responsible for contract performance during the Phase-out Period.  If a contract is awarded to the CURRENT CONTRACTOR or the FAA retains weather observation responsibility, the Phase-out Period shall not be required.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199593]8.3.1 Phase-Out Schedule, Day One

All of the SUCCESSOR CONTRACT personnel shall report for duty on the first day of the Phase-out period to the CURRENT CONTRACTOR at the subject contract weather office.  During this period, on-the-job site familiarization training shall be conducted by CURRENT PROVIDER's personnel.  SUCCESSOR PROVIDER shall begin to do hands-on work.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199594]8.3.2 Phase-Out Schedule, Day Two

SUCCESSOR CONTRACT personnel shall be performing all of the work with CURRENT CONTRACT personnel overseeing the operation.
    
The Government may be present in an advisory capacity at the contract weather office during this time period, as deemed necessary, in order to ensure an orderly transition of the conduct of services by the CURRENT PROVIDER personnel to the SUCCESSOR PROVIDER personnel.  Additionally, the Government shall administer certification testing, not certification training, to the SUCCESSOR PROVIDER during the Phase-out period.



[bookmark: _Toc393199595]9.0	APPENDIX A 
[bookmark: _Toc393199596]9.1	Place of Performance.
 
       [Airport Name]       
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199597]9.2	Hours of Operation
  
     The contractor shall be required to provide an observer in attendance (24) hours a day, seven days a week including all holidays, at [Airport Name] beginning [date].
 
[bookmark: _Toc393199598]9.3 	Government Furnished Property (GFP)
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199599]9.3.1 	Observation Facilities

The observation facilities at [Airport Name] will be located in leased space on the airport.  Observations will be taken from this location. The facility, including heat, air conditioning, electricity, water and custodial services, will be provided and maintained by the Government.  Furniture necessary to perform the work will be provided.  The Contractor is limited in the conduct of business at this facility to only that which is specified in this contract unless otherwise authorized in writing by the Contracting Officer. No other business activity at the Government-furnished facility is allowed. This specifically includes tasks related to management of any other Weather Observation station or stations.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199600]9.3.2 	Forms, Charts, and Expendable Supplies

The Government will furnish all forms, charts, and expendable supplies necessary for the Contractor to carry out the requirements of this contract.  An initial inventory of all expendable supplies currently on site shall be taken on the effective date of the contract. Thereafter, the Contractor shall be responsible for maintaining an adequate stock of expendable supplies at each site.  The Contractor shall order these supplies from government sources through the [FAA Office].   The Contractor shall sign for the receipt of all supplies shipped to the observational facility and receipt invoices shall be forwarded to the [FAA Office].
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199601]9.3.3	Initial Inventory of GFP

An initial inventory of all Government-furnished equipment, furniture, property and supplies on hand will be taken on or near the effective date of the contract.  Representatives of the Contractor and the Government shall participate in this inventory and attest to its accuracy.  A copy of the inventory shall be furnished to the COTR and Contracting Officer.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199602]9.4 	Maintenance of GFP

All equipment which has been furnished for use by the Contractor will be maintained by the Government.  It shall be the responsibility of the Contractor to notify the FAA or NWS maintenance personnel, of any malfunctions or suspect improper equipment performance.
    
The Contractor shall be responsible for operating equipment, changing instrument charts, adding ink, emptying rain gages, taking comparative barometer and hygrothermometer reading, and performing any other routine procedures and maintenance required to keep the equipment in good operating condition.  The Government reserves the right to have NWS and FAA maintenance personnel enter the facilities at any time for the purpose of equipment inspection and maintenance.  During an equipment outage, the Contractor shall use available back-up procedures to take and disseminate weather observations. 
    
During the course of this contract, the Contractor shall be responsible for filing such changes in the appropriate handbooks or manuals in accordance with instruction, and assuring the staff is aware of, and adequately trained in, any new or revised procedures.  Changes are normally of a routine or minimal nature and should not impact the Contractor's manpower requirements.
    
If changes in equipment or procedures occur which require more than this incidental training, the Government will provide training for the Contractor's on-site supervisor. Thereafter, the contractor shall be responsible for training the remaining staff.

The United States implemented the Aviation Routine Weather Report (METAR) format beginning on July 1, 1996. The contractor shall be responsible for all personnel training and certification requirements associated with the implementation of METAR. 
[bookmark: _Toc393199603]9.5 	Contracting Officer's Technical Representative (COTR)
    
COTR: The Contracting Officer's Technical representative will be appointed at the time of contract award.  
    
The Responsibilities and Limitations of the COTR are as follows:      

(a)  The COTR is responsible for the technical aspects of the project and technical liaison with the Contractor.  The COTR is also responsible for the final inspection and acceptance of all reports and such other responsibilities as may be specified in the contract.
    
(b)  The COTR is not authorized to make any commitment or otherwise obligate the Government or authorize any changes which affect the Contract price, terms or conditions.  Any Contractor request for changes shall be referred to the Contracting Officer directly or through the COTR.  No such changes shall be made without the expressed prior written authorization of the Contracting Officer.  The Contracting Officer may designate assistant COTR's to act for him by naming such assistant in writing.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199604]9.6 	Employee Orientation

The Contractor shall be responsible for performing only the duties outlined in the SOW.  The Contractor shall abide by all directions in the SOW except as may be authorized in writing by the Contracting Officer. The Contractor shall instruct all employees and new hires as to the responsibilities, parameters, and limitations of their position.  The Contractor shall have each employee sign a statement affirming that this instruction has taken place and that the employee understands the extent and limitations of his/her responsibilities under this contract.  The dated and signed statements shall be kept on file at the contract site for Government inspection.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199605]9.7	Dissemination of Data

The Contractor shall deliver all backup manual observations required as a result of ASOS failure by toll-free telephone or other government provided communication systems to the [FAA Office], in accordance with established schedules.  Transmission and dissemination procedures and schedules which the Contractor is required to comply with are contained in FAA Handbook 7900.5.  The Contractor is also required to furnish observations data by telephone or mail to other government agencies, government contractors, utility company personnel, and others who may be designated by the COTR when requests are made to the Contractor by these users.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199606]9.8 	Visibility Charts

The Contractor is required to maintain station visibility charts in a current and accurate condition.  New visibility markers shall be added and old markers deleted by the Contractor as changes in the surrounding physical environment dictate.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199607]9.9 	Power Failure

In the event of a facility power failure, where indications are that the power failure will last for the extent of the shift and where the inside office temperature falls to or below 55 degrees F, the observer may terminate his/her shift.  The Station Supervisory Meteorological Technician (SMT) shall notify the [FAA Office] prior to departure of observer from the facility.  The facility shall be secured upon departure.  When facility power is restored, the SMT shall recall observers and notify the [FAA Office].
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199608]9.10 	Collective Bargaining Agreement

The Contractor shall furnish the Contracting Officer and the COTR with a complete copy of any Collective Bargaining Agreement negotiated during the term of this contract.  Agreements shall be forwarded within 10 days after execution of the agreement by the contractor and the applicable union representative.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199609]9.11 	Key Control

Required keys and combinations to locks will be issued to the Contractor.  The Contractor shall be responsible for the cost of replacing any keys that are furnished to and lost by the Contractor or its employees.  If the COTR determines that a lock must be replaced because of the loss of a key by the Contract's employees, the Contractor shall pay the cost of the replacement. Similarly, the Contractor shall pay the cost of changing a combination if the COTR has reasonable cause to assume the combination has been compromised by the Contractor or the Contractor's employees.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199610]9.12 	Site Operations Guide

The Contractor shall prepare a site operations guide within 30 days after the contract start date.  This guide shall contain detailed local instructions for operation of the facility.  This guide shall contain, but not be limited to, working hours, working schedules, equipment operation instructions, who to call in the event of equipment failure, how to use backup equipment, names and telephone numbers of personnel to be contacted in emergencies, and safety instructions.  This guide shall become Government property and shall be kept at the observing site. The guide shall be updated as required by changes at the observing site.  A copy of this guide and all updates shall be furnished to the COTR.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199611]9.13 	Invoicing Instructions
    
(a) In accordance with AMS clause 3.3.1-17, Prompt Payment (October 3, 1996), the following information shall be included on all invoices submitted for payment under this contract:
    
· Name and address of the Contractor
· Invoice date and number
· Contract Number
· Contract line item number and description, quantity unit of measure, unit price, and extended price of supplies delivered or services performed.
· Where applicable, shipping and payment terms
· Name (where practicable), title, phone number and mailing address of person to be notified in event of a defective invoice, and
· Any other information or documentation required by other requirements of the contract.
    
(b) Invoices shall be submitted in original and two copies to the COTR for approval.  Reference Clause 1.5 Appendix A, Contracting Officer's Technical Representative (COTR), for COTR mailing address.
    
In contracts where no COTR is designated, invoices shall be sent to the delivery address included in Section F of the contract, or Block 11 of the Standard Form 26 Award/Contract.
    
(c) If payment address differs from the address shown in Block 15A of the Standard Form 33, offerors shall mark Block 15C and enter the payment address in the schedule
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199612]9.14	Insurance and Special Requirements.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199613]9.14.1	Workers Compensation

The Contractor is required to show, as a minimum, the amount of insurance coverage as required complying with all applicable Federal and State workers' compensation and occupational disease statutes.  If occupational diseases are not compensable under those statutes, they shall be covered under the employer's liability section of the insurance policy, except when the contract operations are so commingled with a contractor's commercial operations that it would not be practical to require this coverage.  Employer's liability coverage of at least $100,000 shall be required, except in states with exclusive or monopolistic funds that do not permit workers' compensation to be written by private carriers.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199614]9.14.2	General Liability
    
(a) The Contractor shall have bodily injury liability insurance coverage written on the comprehensive form of policy of at least $500,000 per occurrence.
    
(b) Property Damage liability insurance shall be required in the amount of $250,000.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199615]9.14.3	Automobile Liability

The Contractor shall have automobile liability insurance written on the comprehensive form of policy.  The policy shall provide for bodily injury and property damage liability covering the operation of all automobiles used in connection with performing the contract.  Policies covering automobiles operated in the United States shall provide coverage of at least $200,000 per person and $500,000 per occurrence for bodily injury and $100,000 per occurrence for property.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199616]9.14.4	Aircraft Public and Passenger Liability

When aircraft are used in connection with performing the contract, the Contractor shall have aircraft public passenger liability insurance.  Coverage shall be at least $200,000 per person and $500,000 per occurrence for bodily injury, other than passenger liability, and $200,000 per occurrence for property damage.  Coverage for passenger liability bodily injury shall be at least $200,000 multiplied by the number of seats or passengers, whichever is greater.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199617]9.14.5	Notification Requirements

The Contracting Officer shall be notified 30 days prior to any change to insurance coverage.
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199618]9.14.6	Additional Insurance Requirements

A certificate of Insurance reflecting the coverage required above shall state the "(name of insurer) has insured (name of contractor), awarded FAA Contract Number (number of contract) for conduct of Basic Surface Weather Observation Program(s) at all sites in [location], in the amount of $250,000 each, for the period (effective date to expiration date)."  The following clause shall be included in the Certificate:
    
"It is agreed that in the event of cancellation, or any material change in the policy adversely affecting the interest of the Government in this insurance, thirty (30) days prior written notice shall be given to the Contracting Officer."
    
[bookmark: _Toc393199619]9.15 	Obtaining Taxpayer Identification Numbers

This clause applies to those contractors who are unincorporated individuals or partners acting as individuals who receive payments from the Government totaling $600.00 or more in a calendar year under purchase orders or contracts.
    
 (a)  Contractors who meet the requirements above shall furnish their taxpayer identification number (employer identification number or social security number) with the first voucher (invoice) submitted for payment.  Failure or refusal by the contractor to furnish this information may result in a deduction of an amount equal to 20 percent of payment otherwise due and payable under this contract.
    
 (b)  The taxpayer identification number will be used by agencies in completing Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Forms 1099-MISC, Statement for Recipient of Miscellaneous Income, for the IRS.

Page 1

Page 19

