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	6.6.10
	Seismic Safety for Existing Building
	09/2020
	All existing buildings leased by the Government under this contract must meet the minimum acceptable performance seismic standard of ‘Life Safety’ as specified in Section 2.2 of Standards of Seismic Safety for Existing Federally Owned or Leased Buildings and Commentary issued by the Interagency Committee on Seismic Safety in Construction as ICSSC RP-8, Seismic Standards for Existing Federally Owned and Leased Buildings, Dec 2011. RP-8 is available online and in print from the National Institute of Standards and Technology as NISTIR GCR 11-917-12.
Compliance with Life Safety: The Lessor shall provide proof of compliance in the form of a written certification by an independent licensed structural engineer that the building was designed, built and maintained to the requirements of RP-8. The structural engineer certification shall be in the format of the Government-provided “Life Safety Compliance/ Seismic Certification” form. If the building cannot be certified in accordance with RP-8, the structural engineer must evaluate the building using the American Society for Civil Engineers (ASCE) 31-03, Seismic Evaluation of Existing Buildings and attach the evaluation to the “Life Safety Compliance/Seismic Certification” form. Buildings meeting the requirements of ASCE31-03 using a safety objective of ‘Life Safety’ are considered to meet the Government’s requirement. Alternatively, if the building qualifies as a Benchmark Building in accordance with RP-8 and as certified on the “Life Safety Compliance/Seismic Certification” form, it will be deemed to meet minimum seismic requirements. 

In the event a building with a certification of life safety/seismic compliance is occupied by the Government and is later determined to not meet the standard indicated on the certification form, the Government at its discretion may require the Lessor to meet the agreed upon standard or may terminate this Lease upon giving written notice, with no cost accruing to the Government, notwithstanding any other agreements contained in this Lease.
	 This clause is required when applicable in standard space leases within an existing building unless one of the Exemptions or the Best Available Leased Exception applies. If one of the exemptions or if the exception is invoked by the RECO, this clause shall be removed from the lease.  Or if new construction or major renovation, RECO should use 6.6.11 and delete this clause.
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